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1. Objectives of this project



2. Motivation for this research

https://www.aeaweb.org/jel/guide/jel.php [History]

… and which areas of 
research in social policy 
scholars are focused on

https://www.aeaweb.org/jel/guide/jel.php
https://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jel.20151296


3. Methodology – What we did …



3. Methodology



3. Methodology



3. Methodology



3. Methodology

https://learn.meaningcloud.com/developer/text-clustering/1.1/doc


3. Methodology:  A silly example



4. A few results

Before we start, please point your mobile to shorturl.at/fkpt7 

shorturl.at/fkpt7


4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

FAC 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total % of total

United Kingdom 166 138 194 154 144 796 30%

USA 62 81 54 53 64 314 12%

Germany 32 21 36 28 37 154 6%

Australia 14 28 33 26 21 122 5%

Sweden 22 23 21 34 16 116 4%

Canada 18 26 21 19 30 114 4%

Italy 11 14 21 26 24 96 4%

Finland 16 21 13 21 22 93 3%

Netherlands 10 8 20 20 22 80 3%

Norway 6 11 17 21 22 77 3%

Rest of the world 123 105 119 199 190 736 27%

Total 480 476 549 601 592 2698 100%

Top 10 countries by First Author (FAC) … the usual suspects!



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

‘New kids on the block’



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

Ranking 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2015-2019

1 United Kingdom United Kingdom United Kingdom United Kingdom United Kingdom United Kingdom

2 USA USA USA USA USA USA

3 Germany Australia Germany Sweden Germany Germany

4 Sweden Canada Australia Germany Canada Australia

5 Canada Sweden Canada Australia Italy Sweden

6 Finland Germany Sweden Italy Norway Canada

7 Australia Finland Italy Norway Finland Italy

8 Denmark Israel Netherlands Finland Netherlands Finland

9 Austria Italy Israel Belgium Australia Netherlands

10 Italy Norway Norway Netherlands Belgium Norway

How the Top 10 ranking changed over time … Italy and Norway 
rising, while Australia falling behind



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

In which journals do the Top 10 publish?



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

FAC CSP GSP IJSSP IJSW JESP  JICSP JSP SP SPA SPS Total

Hong Kong 1 6 12 2 2 2 1 16       42

Belgium 4 2 6 13 10 3 2 15 2 57

Portugal 1 3 2 2 2 6 6 22

Spain 2 4 4 10 1 6 4 2 33

Switzerland 2 6 6 12 1 2 2 3       34

Pakistan 3       3

United Arab Emirates 1 2       3

South Africa 11 7 7 3 1 4       33

Czech Republic 3 2 8 3       16

India 2 20 4       26

10% 269

In which journals do the New Kids on the Block publish?



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

FAC A B C D E F G H I J K L M Total

United Kingdom 52 1 81 3 52 389 90 4 13 16 25 28 2 756

USA 28 5 44 6 17 144 11 12 16 2 22 4 3 314

Germany 15 3 1 6 86 19 10 1 7 3 3      154

Australia 1 2 10 1 4 69 12 7 3 2 4 7      122

Sweden 7 8 1 5 81 10 1 2 1      116

Canada 5 1 12 8 47 6 9 3 8 4 9 2 114

Italy 2 7 1 10 53 13 8 2      96

Finland 6 2 4 4 45 16 11 1 1 2 1      93

Netherlands 7 4 5 44 7 5 1 3 1 3      80

Norway 4 4 5 44 8 3 3 1 4 1 77

Top 3 main categories per Top 10 country … Where is the action?



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

FAC A B C D E F G H I J K L M

United Kingdom 7% 0% 11% 0% 7% 51% 12% 1% 2% 2% 3% 4% 0%

USA 9% 2% 14% 2% 5% 46% 4% 4% 5% 1% 7% 1% 1%

Germany 10% 0% 2% 1% 4% 56% 12% 6% 1% 5% 2% 2% 0%

Australia 1% 2% 8% 1% 3% 57% 10% 6% 2% 2% 3% 6% 0%

Sweden 6% 0% 7% 1% 4% 70% 9% 1% 0% 0% 2% 1% 0%

Canada 4% 1% 11% 0% 7% 41% 5% 8% 3% 7% 4% 8% 2%

Italy 2% 0% 7% 1% 10% 55% 14% 8% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0%

Finland 6% 2% 4% 0% 4% 48% 17% 12% 1% 1% 2% 1% 0%

Netherlands 9% 0% 5% 0% 6% 55% 9% 6% 1% 4% 1% 4% 0%

Norway 5% 0% 5% 0% 6% 57% 10% 4% 4% 1% 5% 0% 1%

Top 3 main categories per Top 10 country … Same information as before but %.
Some countries concentrate efforts; others like Canada and the Netherlands don’t.

Social policy research portfolio
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4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 

FAC F01 F02 F03 F04 F05 F06 F07 F08 F09 F10 F11 F12 F13 F14

Australia 8 3 6 8 19 4 8 5 2 5 1

Canada 1 1 3 1 2 9 4 9 1 5 5 5 1

Finland 5 4 3 1 15 9 1 1 6      

Germany 4 4 6 6 39 7 5 2 6 7      

Italy 4 11 1 1 19 6 2 1 4 4      

Netherlands 4 3 20 1 1 2 11 2      

Norway 4 3 4 1 16 5 4 2 1 4      

Sweden 1 7 10 7 1 3 15 11 12 7 7      

USA 4 6 15 1 9 17 12 20 2 27 18 7 6

United Kingdom 4 23 25 29 13 18 74 51 43 14 29 12 44 10

Crit. >= 5 6 59 71 77 26 39 243 110 105 27 94 36 91 18

1% 6% 7% 8% 3% 4% 24% 11% 10% 3% 9% 4% 9% 2%
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4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 



4.A – Trends and clusters in SP research 



4.B – A first taxonomy in SP research 

We almost don’t need this slide … if you opened the QR code 
and have been following along!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16m-SKlMNo_MtgEd-WjpPQt8-mNBopecx/view?usp=sharing


Next steps …




